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CHAPTER I

SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION

The Vedanta Sutras are called “Sariraka Mimamsa” be cause
they deal with Para Brah man, the Sarira (the em bod ied).

In the first chap ter the au thor shows that all the Ve dic texts uni -
formly re fer to Brah man and find their Samanvaya (rec on cil i a tion) in
Him. In the sec ond chap ter, it has been proved that there is no con flict 
be tween Vedanta and other Sastras. In the third chap ter the means of 
at tain ing Brah man are de scribed. In the fourth chap ter is de scribed
the re sult of at tain ing Brah man.

The Adhikarin (one who is com pe tent to un der stand and study
the Sastra) is one who is of tran quil mind and has the at trib utes of
Sama (qui etude), Dama (self-con trol), etc., is full of faith, is con stantly 
en gaged in good thoughts and as so ci ates with the knowers of Truth,
whose heart is pu ri fied by the due dis charge of all du ties, re li gious
and sec u lar, and with out any idea of re ward. The Sambandha is the
de scrip tion of Brah man by this Sastra. The Vishaya or the sub ject
mat ter of this Sastra is the Su preme Brah man who is all pure. The
Prayojana (ne ces sity) of this Sastra is to ob tain reali sa tion of the Su -
preme Brah man, by the re moval of all false no tions that pre vent that
reali sa tion.

This Sastra con sists of sev eral Adhikaranas or top ics or prop o -
si tions. Ev ery prop o si tion con sists of five parts:—(1) The sis or
Vishaya, (2) Doubt or Samsaya, (3) Anti-the sis or Purvapaksha, (4)
Syn the sis or right con clu sion or Siddhanta and (5) Sangati or agree -
ment of the prop o si tion with the other parts of the Sastra.
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Salutations to Sri Ganesha, Sri Sarasvati Devi,
Sri Sankaracharya and all Brahma-Vidya-Gurus.
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In the whole book of the Vedanta Sutras Brah man is the main
theme or the sub ject mat ter of dis cus sion. An in ter pre ta tion of any
pas sage must not go away from the sub ject mat ter of Brah man. Each
chap ter has a par tic u lar topic of its own. A pas sage must be in ter -
preted con sis tently with the topic of that chap ter. There is a cer tain re -
la tion be tween Adhikaranas or top ics them selves. One Adhikarana
leads to an other through some par tic u lar as so ci a tion of ideas. In a
Pada or sec tion there are many Adhikaranas and they are not put to -
gether in a hap haz ard man ner.
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